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(&) Transference of Law and Order in the Provinces

The subject of the administration of Law and Order
under the conditions obtaining in India is one of the questions
that have raised a great deal of controversy and misappre-
hension among the British both in England and India. It
is feared that owing to ever-growing communal differences
and to the risk of the undue political influence and intrigue
of ill-disciplined political groups, the morale of the Indian
police administration will suffer. The Commission care-
fully considered the question in all its aspects and came to
the^conclusion that, in conformity to their general recom-
mendation of the institution of full autonomy in the Pro-
vinces, the administration of Law and Order should be
transferred to the legislative control. They argued that
the police are now regarded as " the minions of an alien
bureaucracy " and it was this impression that was largely
responsible for irresponsible criticism levelled against their
actions. By singling out this branch of provincial ad-
ministration as a special preserve of the Government, it
would continue to be exposed to the hostility of all parties
in the Legislatures. Therefore, the logical course would be
to fix responsibility for Law and Order upon them. The
path of true statesmanship lay in taking the risks involved
in the transfer and minimizing them by adequate safe-
guards in order to ensure the stability of the administration
of Law and Order.

The reasons which influenced the Commission in making
this recommendation were elaborated by Sir John Simon in
a speech in the House of Commons (March 28, 1933). He
said:

"The Legislatures in these Provincial Assemblies, ac-
cording to the present Constitution, feel no responsibility
for the police service at all. They very frequently attack
the police . . . they sometimes refuse to vote the necessary
funds to maintain the police, . . . The result of all this
is undoubtedly that, unless you change their position the
police force and all the apparatus of law and order tend